
Immigration Law Basics 
Frequently Asked Questions 

What Is Immigration Law? 
  
 Immigration law determines who is and is 
not eligible to enter or remain in the U.S. legally. 
 Immigration law is always changing. History 
shows that, even if you cannot become legal now, if 
you work in the U.S. for a long time without any 
major trouble, you may become eligible for a 
“green card” when an “amnesty” program occurs. 
The last amnesty program ended on April 30, 2001. 
 

How Can I Avoid Being Deported?  
 

 Immigration agents aren’t always out hunt-
ing illegals.  More often, they simply wait for 
illlegals to come to them via the criminal justice 
system. To avoid deportation, you should avoid be-
ing arrested.  Here are some tips: 
 
• If you do have contact with the police, 

never give a fake name or false identity 
documents. You will be charged with a felony 
crime, such as “Criminal Impersonation”  or 
“Forgery,” or at least a misdemeanor called 
“False Reporting.”  You will be arrested and re-
ported to immigration authorities. Show the po-
lice your  Mexican driver’s license or matricula 
consular card rather than showing a fake ID.  

 
• If you do have contact with the police, 

never give a fake name or identity docu-
ments. You will be charged with a felony crime, 
such as “Criminal Impersonation”  or “Forgery”, 
or at least a misdemeanor called “False Report-
ing”.  You will be arrested and reported to immi-
gration authorities. Show the police your  Mexi-
can driver’s license or matricula consular card, 
rather than showing a fake ID.  

 
• Never, ever, drink and drive. If a police offi-

cer suspects that you have been driving drunk, 
the officer will almost always arrest you rather 
than  giving you a summons to go to court. 

 
• Do not drive while revoked or suspended. It 

is a traffic misdemeanor to drive without a valid 
Colorado driver’s license,  Most police officers 
will just give you a ticket for this offense, direct-
ing you to go to court.  On the other hand,  if 
you keep getting traffic tickets, you will eventu-
ally have your driving privilege suspended or 
revoked by the Colorado Department of Reve-
nue, even if you never had a driver’s license in 
the first place.  If you are caught driving after 
your privileges have been suspended or re-
voked, then you must be arrested.    

 
•  Stay away from cocaine and other illegal 

drugs. Even a simple traffic stop can turn into 
an arrest if the officer finds out you have illegal 
drugs. Even a tiny amount found in your pocket 
or vehicle will result in an arrest, a felony prose-
cution, and potentially deportation.  

 
• Always show up for court appearances, 

even for minor traffic matters.   The courts 
will not turn you over to immigration authorities 
if you show up for court. On the other hand, if 
you don’t show up for court, the judge will issue 
an arrest warrant.  The next time you have any 
contact with law enforcement, you will be ar-
rested. Law enforcement will then report you to 
immigration authorities, and you may be placed 
in deportation proceedings— a big price for not 
taking care of a traffic ticket. 

 
• Avoid fighting with your family and friends. 

If a police officer has to respond to a distur-
bance at your house, he may be required to ar-
rest  whomever he believes started the fight or 
argument. There doesn’t even have to be any 
physical altercation.  For example, even if the 
police believe that someone was only yelling at 
his spouse, then the officer can may make an 
arrest under the domestic violence laws in Colo-
rado.   

 
 



HESS & SCHUBERT, L.L.P., is dedicated to people 
who need the help of experienced trial lawyers.  
Ted Hess and Bill Schubert have over 50 years of 
combined experience handling 
complex cases, including mis-
demeanors, felonies, and 
DUIs.  It is the only firm in 
western Colorado with the ex-
perience necessary in both 
criminal law and immigration 
law to handle the difficult is-
sues faced by non-citizens 
who are charged with crimes.   

804 Colorado Ave., 2nd Floor Glenwood Springs, CO 81601  
970-945-5300 

www.TEDHESS.com 

 
How Can I Become Legal? 

 
 Unless the law allows it, there is nothing you 
can do to obtain legal status in the United States. 
In order to determine if you can benefit from one or 
more immigration laws, you need to consult an im-
migration attorney.  The following are examples of 
ways that he might help: 
 
“Section 245(i)” Eligibility.  You filed an immigrant 
petition or labor certification before 1 May  2001.   
Marriage to a U.S. citizen. If you marry a U.S. citi-
zen, you can get a green card. If you entered the 
U.S. legally, you can get the green card without 
having to leave the U.S. But, if you entered ille-
gally, then you must return to your country. Re-
turning to your country usually triggers a 10-year 
bar to admission to the U.S.. You can request a 
waiver of the bar if you are married to a U.S. citi-
zen. 
 
U Visa. You are a victim of domestic violence, sex-
ual assault, or felonious assault and have cooper-
ated with law enforcement. You do not have to re-
ject your husband or boyfriend if this is the person 
who assaulted or abused you. 
 
Violence against Women Act (“VAWA”) Application. 
Your citizen or resident spouse has physically 
abused you or engaged in extreme mental cruelty.  
  
Employment-based benefits.  Unless you filed an 
immigrant petition or labor certification before 1 
May 2001, it is almost impossible to get a Green 
Card through your employer if you are in the U.S. 
illegally. Have you employer contact us for informa-
tion about employment-based visas. 

 
Can I Fight Deportation? 

 
 If you are placed in deportation proceedings, 
you can fight back.  If you have been in the U.S. 
continuously for 10 years, you can petition to cancel 
your removal if it would cause “exceptional and ex-
tremely unusual hardship” to either your citizen or 
resident spouse, a U.S. born child, or both.   

 
I already have a green card– why 

should I become a citizen? 
 

    After you have had a green card for four 
years and nine months, you can apply for citizen-
ship.  The benefits of becoming a citizen are: 
 
    1-You cannot be deported. (If you only have a 
green card and are convicted of a crime, you can be 
deported.) 
 
   2-You can sponsor immediate relatives, including 
your parents without a long wait. 
 
   3-You can vote—and one day change U.S. immi-
gration policy. 
 

© 2009 Hess & Schubert, LLP 

Don’t Be Afraid! 
 
According to recent studies, Mexican residents 
are slow to become citizens.  This is a big 
mistake.  Many worry about losing their Mexi-
can citizenship.   Not true.  Mexicans can keep 
their Mexican citizenship even if  they become 
U.S. citizens.  Others worry that they cannot 
pass the English language test. We recom-
mend that you study English and apply for 
citizenship. There is no limit o the number  of 
times you can apply.  



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



